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THE IAST STRIKE AT OPHIR

By Charles Howard Shion,

Bierra, and Wash Booper was the most
prosperous miner it contalned. His
clalm, the “Blue Juanita,” was paying
enormously, and Wash had become
very popular for he gave & his
mommn;é;‘nhha m;iie it asl
was a tall, umo n,
lean, lbﬁ:—hdmﬂ and sl . No one
gave him eredit for much en or
ambition, and the accldent by which
he had stumbled upon his claim when
the camp was first settled was told far
and wide as a case of ''fool luck.”
It happened this way: The cam
nas & placer enmp, and all the
“iglaims” along the siream or on the
flat were taken up, when Wash, a tall
greenhorn of & newcomer, drifted in
without a dollar tohis name, and stood
watching the sall mmPny of runa-
ways from ships in Ban Franclsco bay,
as they took out their “ounce to the
man,"” from the best washings in the

um&.b g
“What are you lookin' at, young fel-
low?" said the captaln of the compa-

ny.
j:‘Wh don’'t yon stake out a claim?"

YAl Lhon." sald Wakh, slowly.

" on the top of the hill by
them , sald the man winking
at Wis comrades. “More there than
here."

Wash borrowed a pick, went to the
place indicated, and in an hour devel-
oped the most famous mine of the dis-
trict. It was a curious pocket mine in
a loose, broken formation; and, though
everyone rushed to the place and stak-
ed out the whole hillside, no other
¢laim ever paid a tenth part as much
as the *'Blue Juniata,”

In the course of time, as the region
became settled and men with families
came in, Wash fell In love with the
pretty daughter of a farmer in the Sac-
ramento valley. He reviewed the past,
a hundred thousand dollars had come
out of his mine, and he had nothing
left to show for it. He resolved that i
the girl would have him he would nev-
er waste another cent. He went to the
claim, worked all day, struck a ‘pocket’
and mkh oll.'lt. mon: It.‘llll[; a:.ho'um:lnd
dollars, the largest yield of a single day
in the history of {ha mine. Then he

uit work, went to the town, “‘spruced
himsell uﬁ." drove into the wvalley,
called on the girl, proposed and was ac-

ce?ted.

‘Jennle,"” sald Wash, “you've got to
tske me, ef you want me, jest asef I
hadn't any mine, and wasn't worth a
pleayune.”

“1 do,” said Jennie, “It's you I'care
for, Wash."”

A month later they were married,
and began housekeeping in a little
house of white pine, built near the
mine, Then Wash began the regular
development of his claim,

For six months he kept up courage,
though not a dollar had come from it
all that time. They lived on what was
left of the thousand dollars after the
wedding expenses wera taken out.
Then, one day Wash said: ‘‘Jennie,
the boys think the old mine is played
out; but I don't. I'll never give it up
while I live, Tl find a bigger pocket
in that mountain side than any man
ever yet struck in California.”

He climbed the hill and began work
ona tun“}‘gﬁli%h nt;':{ljlm “r.rikle the
broken, gold-bearing zes at & lower
than he had yet reached.

Months more passed over the heads
of the miner and his wife, One after
another their friends deserted them;
their credit gave out and theev lived on
game, fish and berries, 80 that the little
money they had conld all be spent for
blasting powder. Every morning at
d bmk%uh. gauntand sllent,went
tna{nls work; every night at dark he
stumbled home to his mbin.

“Jennie,” he said, "I know there is
gold there, We will find it soon. I
never before worked a month in the
old mine without taking out something,
This deadiock has lasted more than a

r. It can’t last alvays. I will find

e lead n, and then we will let the
restgoand buy & farm in the valley
and forget this fight.”

Bhe believed every word; for she was
a loving, loyal . womas, and she knew
that this great, awkard Missourian was
a man among thowands: The ve
boys in town hootdl after him an
uﬁ'ﬁ him erazy; bu; she knew better,
Her family had onceu
him aod come howe, but they never
ventared to su til n. Old min-
ers passing by Jooked at the claim and
salti there was no gdd left. Men who
had had thousands of dollars from her
husband, and owed thelr entire fortunes
to him, at last refusd to give him cred-
it for a sack of flouror a side of bacon.

‘“You stick by the mine, Wash; I'll
atick by vou," was All that Jennie said.
She had never told her husband that
she had({;ona to hdr brother, who was
rich, and asked hin for a little money
to carty them through the winter.

“Not for that spendthrift Missourian
to waste,” was kis answer. He can
clerk in my store (f he will give up his
foolishness,”

Wash’s hair grew %my and thin, He
stooped lower axd lower. Deep lines
were graven in Me face, and his eyes
became flerce and ferrible. Men met
him in the' guloles trapping game, or
down In the streims with his flsh nets,
and passed hin by without a word.

tors, clinbing over the hills
heard the soundof his pick as he toiled
aughed him to
s ke bs und 6 Jok
ets he is mwr nto the granite.
Orazy as a lopn hnd his wife as bad. Her
rela
them—offered jhem a farm an
kind of a show down in the valley.”

It wasan affernoon in Ot s e
saloonkeeper sat on the bench by his
door, md,ng newspaper. He hea
wﬂ:g 1 he.leld. glr tl::aHstrest; the

ye were shouting ““Here comes
the crazy Missourian miner.” Wash,
and miserable, came into sight,
after & moment'd hesitation, spoke
to him: = |. ; !
"Evanlngjhl . Riley.”” ’
‘T ean't dganythiog for you.”

“‘Mr, Riley, listen to me. I hain’t a

cent in the vorld, We've sold all our
and worked in the minetogether

is month. Jennie held the d;lllrwhl le
Idruvit. Rean't geta pound of pow-
¥, but oles are all set in the face,

her to leave

time Tt will touchs goid, T eatfoel It
me it | tou . Iecan fee
ahead. (I've {.ﬁon all along; but
now It's right thar, within reach of one
. | tell you, Rilgy, I know
I A g A VRS

oy

ns have fdone everything to help |
fthe best

EM. gone El
sn’ fell down in nm
time over. Put your hand thar!”
seized the saloon-keéper's hand and
held it on his breast, The man felt
Wash's heart sway several inches, as if
it had torn loose mﬁmmm
wild, loud throbbing was Itke the best-
ing of & mighty engine. “Thar,” sald

ash, ""you ses I ain't forlong. That
mine's for my wife. Shestayed with it
and with me. I oughtto have dmpged
it and Pnl my pride down long ago, but
now its too late, Riley, will you let
“’:',E"‘ the powder?"

L} o‘!l

Wash looked at his old enemy and
turned away.

Noone in all that camp understood
the proud, ubylelding soul that had set

P | itself to wrestle with nature and her se-

cret. The afternoon wore on into night,
and vight into morning, and morning,
noon and afternoon built up another
dng‘; Wash did not come back.

me bays climbed the bill and went
into the tunnel. There lay Wash, dead,
at the end of the drift, his pick in his
hand. He had gone back to break his
own way into the treasury house, but
bis heart had barst in the midstofa
glant stroke, and he had fallen across
hisown weapon, There his wife had
found him, and she, too, weak and sick
and broken-hearted, lay in a faint over
his body.

Ophir Camp woke with a starttoa
dim sense of its crime. Tender hands
oarried Wash and his wife out of the
tunnel and did all that could be done
for the poor woman.

A dozen men went back into the tun-
nel from which they had taken the dead
man, and looked at the place where his
last faltering stroke had glanced on the
flinty rock.

“Boys,” said one, “I'I! never forget
that I told Wash he couldn’t have any
more powder, not if he died in his tun-
nel. e'll get oft them last blast holes
{Iestas he wanted; and then we'll bury

im in here where he drop?ed."

There was plenty of blasting powder
now to be had for the asking, and ina
few minutes more the face of the drift
was ready for the blast, the fires set and
lighted, word had got around the camp
and every man was gathered atthe
mouth of the tunnel. A few women
were in the old cabin caring for the dy-
ln%wl!‘e. A long sllence followed the
lighting of the fuses, sand suddenly the
duil nose of the shock and the fall of
heavier masses of rock than usual start-
led the miners outside.

They ran into the tunnel with their
lights, The blast had opened a wide
path into an irregular cavern, gleaming
with Lﬁold. Above, below and all sides
was the shining precious metal. The
last blast, for which Wash had strug-
lf,"’d 80 bravely, had revealed a fortuve,

he excited miners roshed oot again
with a wild shout, A woman met them
with a flushed and frightened face.

“How can you make such a nolse?
she said. ‘“The poor thing's gone, ery-
ing like a baby for her dead man.”

he miners drew close ether,
ashamed and profoundly affected. Af-
ter a little, a few of them went back to
the tunpel, and secured Wash'’s pick-
ax, which had been left leaning against
the wall,

"“We can’t bury them here now,”
sald ope; *the mine will be worked

in. They must lie on the hillside,
where all his friends of twenty years
ago are laid,”

Wash had no relatives. His wife's
brother came ug and took possession of
the elaim which the miners had pro-
tected aganinst all intruders. In & few
weeks it became generally understood
in the region that the wealth of the
*Blue Juniata’s last and greatest pock-
was estimated by conservative miners
at a quarter of a million.

But from the day that Wash fell in
his tunnel, a blight seemed to fall on
the little camp at Ophir. Mine after
mine gave out; miner after miner mov-
ed away. A land-slide awept off the
eabin where Wash lived, and though
as I 'have said, the “Blue Juniata'
yielded all that was expected, and even
more, and founded one of the great
Pacific coast fortunes, none of its treas-
ures brought happiness to thoss who
worked it. To-day the camp is desert-
ed, and its very name a memory.

Electric Bitters.

This remedy is becoming so well
known and so popular as to need no
special mention. All who have used

lectric Bitters sing the same song of
l:mlae. A purer medicine does not ex-
st and it is gauranteed to do all that Is
claimed. Electric Bitters will cure all
diseases of the liver and kidneys, will
remove pimples, boils, salt rtheum and
other affections caused by impure blood.
Will drive Malaria from the system and
prevent as well as cure all Malarial fe-
verd, For cure of headache, constipa-
tion and indigestion try Electrie Bit-
ters, Entire satisfaction gauranteed
or money refunded. Price 50 cts, an
£1,00 per bottle at D. J. Humphrey's
drogstore.

Polsoned from n Chicken.

A singular case of blood poisoning is
raported from Nyack, N. Y. Ambrose
Cells, & young man well known there,
*lost & favorite chicken, and being anx-
ions to kmow the canse of the fowl's
death he procecded to dissect it. While
outting tha chigken his knife slipped and
wounded the hand of his wife, who was
asgisting him. The woman’s hand goon
after began swelling, as did also her en-
tire arm and face, and soon ghe was ina
terrible condition, Medical aid was
called, and Mrs, Cells is congidered out
cf danger.—Fhiladelphia Ledger.

The first annnal dinner of the London
Thirteen club was held at Anderton's
hotel, the present headquarters of the
club.  The dinner was three times
thirteen minutes late, to enter the dining
room it was necessary to passunder a
ladder, the knives and forks were all
carefally crossed, there were six tables,
each with thirteen diners, and—guite by
apgident, curionsly enough—the nombr
of ladies present was just thirteen. De-
gspite all these numerically malign to-
fuemces & very enjoyable evening wae
SpenE.

Uitizen Train, now a citizen of one of
Tacoma's suburbs, proposes to organize
a company of 500 American editors and
wke. thém afound the world in fifty
iays next fall, at §500 per head. As
the champion globe trotter, the citizen

fhinks that he can entdo the best of
ook’s guiden. | ¢
" ‘Bunday-school - - HNow,
Johnle, tell me what ook all the snap
out of Bampson?"’
Johnnie~"A home-made hair cut
5 | ma'am.”’— eré Statesman. ;

In the Flshing Sosson,

Mre. Brown—I had to cook that fish at
once as 1 was afraid it wouldn'i keep,

Brown—Geewhiz! Il go right down
to the market and give that man a piece
of my mind. .

Mrs. Brown—Hold on, my dear; it was
the fish quﬁn\tﬂrmmlt this after-
TOCHY, — & .

He Livesa in the West.

‘One George Thompaon, of lowa, who
supposed that New Hampshire was a
part of the United States, went out
honting while on & visit to a relative in
that state, got lost in the woods and on
the night of Jone 30 froze his ears and
toes,—Detroit Free Press

He Puszled the Jeweler,

Jeweler—Want it set in a lace pin?
ft is an odd looking stone. Where did
you get it?

Customer—It was Mgft this morning by
my icemnn.—Jewelors' Circular.

The FProblem Solved,

AN UNKIVALED DLOOD PURIFIER,

Found at last on Hibbard’s Rheumatio Syr.
up—A ramedy whioh expels all poisgnous mat-
tar“u:g t.um!:i of diseass from the blood. A
wel own citizen of West L L
tu(t;iﬁu toits valoe: San Indy

EXTLEMEN; It affords me great plessure
to state that my wife has receivgd reulier ben-
ofit from Hibbard's Rhenmatic yrup than
from any medicine she has ever taken, W,
have nsed six bottles, and find it to be the
best family remedy and the greatest blood
purifier that we have ever used. It is trmely
all it is clajmed to be by its founder. Wa
cannot recommend 1t too highly.

 Yoars Troely,

Fraxx Warraon, West Lobanon, Ind.

Bold by all droggists, Prepared only by
"F‘u!;:h(}barlu Wright Medieine Co., Detroit,

Clippe®
FLY NETS

CHEAP AND STRONC.

20 other styles 5-A Nets, prices to suit all
WI.AYHBQMNA HILAD
Sold by all deaba:l. T

To cure Billousness, Sick Headache, Constl-
pation, Malaria, Liver Complatnts, take
the safo and cortain remedy,

BILE BEANS

Use the SMALL Size (401ittle Beans to the
bottle). THEY ARE THE MOST CONVENIENT,
HSuaitakls for all Agow.
Price of either nize, 25¢. per Boitle,

KISSING::17-10immury |

L F.SMITH & B0, Makars ot "BILEDRAKS, " ST, LOUIS MO,

'ARE NOW

CLOTHING !

‘We want every one to see our large
stock of

MENS FINE STITS!

PRINCE ALBERTS!

One, two and three Button,

CUTAWAYS !

All St_yles of * Sacks. <@g

MENS BUSINESS SUITS

In Worsted, Cassimere, and
Cheviot. Look at our line

of Cheviot Suits at

THE DEMOCRATIC NORTHWEST, THURSDAY. AUGUST 21. 1890.

E%Tim

I e =
ONE ENJOYS
Both the method and pesults when
Syrup of Figs is taken; it is pleasant
and refreshing to the taste, and acts
gently yot promptly on the Kidneys,
Liver and Bowels, cleanses the sys-
tem effectunlly, dispels colds, head-
aches and fevers and cures habitual®
counstipation. Syrup of Figs is the
only remedy of its kind ever pro-
duced, pleasing to the taste and ac-
ceptable to the stomach, prompt in
its action and truly beveficial in its
eflects, prepared only from the most
healthy and agreeable substances, its
many excellent qualities commend it
to all and have made it the most
| po ular remedy known,
yrup of I'izs is for sale in 50c
and 81 bottles by all leading drug-
gistsa.  Any reliable druggist who
may not have it on hand will pro-
cure it promptly for any one who
wishes to try it. Do not sccept any
substitute, ;

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.

8AN FRANCISCO, CAL,
LOUISVILLE, kY. NEYS YORK, N.Y.

TRI-DTATE NORMAL GOLLEGE !

ANGOLA, INDIANA.

$0000 WORTH OF BUILDINGS !

0 dents Last Year, School 1a
g ugutt "i!m?r than nny school in Ohlo, India-
ns or Michigan.

SPEGIAL INSTRUGTION FOR TEAGHERS,

STUDENTSof PHYBIOLOGY

Havethe advantage of Digsectionsg during all
the term. Class room built wi tg ra.iuu! #onts .'.‘, an
to ennble students to witness Digsections.

BEAUTIFUL GROVES and LAKES,

Board avoragos §1.55 rcr woek, Come, and if youn
don’'t ke It, we will pay your rallroad fare.

Spring Term Opens March fith,
Bummer Term May 20th,
E-8end for lllustiated caln'ogoo to
8.M.SXIFF,A .M., Pres,

T0 WEAK MEN

L)
Lol

J. H  FREASE,

=JEWELER=:

S3Z Perxy Street.

0D XD SILon WATGHES, SILVERINE WATGHEN

FINE LEATHER POCKET BOOES,

Spectacles !

Silverware !

ACME

Clocks, Ete.

PULVERIZING HARROW !

L

CLOD CRUSHER and LEVELER.

The only Pulverizer combining a Clod Crusher, Leveler and Harrow, that will

do its work thoro
loose condition just as the

H. C. GROS

Perrv Street. ‘

SINGLE STRAP TRACK

HARNESS.

Price, $17.

The Leather, Workmanship and Finish are of
the vERY BEST,

SAVE MONEY BY BUYING DIRECT.
We can sell you

Harness at from $6.00 up.
Road Carts from £9.60 up.

BEND FOR OATALOGUE.

AOME MANUTAC [URING
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 3

Buffering from the effocts of youthful ervors, early’ |
ST s

particulars for b FR wn'h!w A
cnlara for home cure, of ¢
did medical work ; shonl road by ave

i
man who ia norvous and debilitated, Address)

00.

hly on all kinds of ground, leaving the soil in a light,
farmer d

esires to have it

CHNER, Agent,

Napoleon. Ohio.

 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY,

COLUMBUS, OHIO.

Prof. ¥, C. FOWLER, Moodus, Conn,

Liberal and Techmioal Eduauoation.

COME TO

CEO. HAH]

—FOR YOUR—

FALLGOOD

—OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF—

I (il P

And Gents’ Furnishing Goods

Merohant Tailning |

Our stock of Mediom and Fine Piece
{Foods is without doubt the

Best Selccted Stock in the Gty

Our Fit and Workmanship is guaran-
teed perfect and the best
.to be had,

—_——

Dur Prives o tho Lowoet

Any one intending to purchase a sult
. should not fail to examine our
stock whether you leave your
order or not, as we can

, i,

HATS & CAPS,

We have just received our fall stock
of

HATS!

—It comprises all the—

LATEST STYLES.

Look atour large line of Stiff Hats,
e Don!t fail to buy one of our

Flat Brim Stiffs !
SOFT HATS.

Our leading Shape this fall is the

EVENING SUN !

& Every Young Man Should

GlVE 10U A FINE POINTER,

have one of them.

. . Opposite Saur & Co's Banlk, Iapoleon, Ohio.

Seond for Informatioi

Furnishing

The Every Day Remark :

What an IMMENSE STOCK of
Neckwear You Have !

———8EE OUR——

LENORA PUFF SCARF

1 1-2 inch 4-in hand,
2 inch 4-in hand.

Jin. 4-in Hand.

—A LARGE LINE OF—

50 cent 50

TECK SCARFS.




